Sermon Notes
GCF Christmas

December 17, 2023

Isaiah 9:6-7

The gift

If you are still looking for that perfect gift this year, I am here to help!

A. According to the NY Times, here are several of the most popular gifts of 2023. (show pictures, one at a time)

B. Do you know what stood out to me? All of these gifts are so very underwhelming!

C. The most popular gifts of 2023 are all underwhelming. And I think the same could be said from 2022, 2021 etc…

D. Even the best gifts, the most popular gifts we give and receive at Christmas at some point we will forget about, use up, ignore, break, outgrow it or we end up giving it away or throwing it out.

E. Underwhelming, to say the least!

F. Obviously, Christmas is a time for gifts. You don’t have to be a Christian to acknowledge that.

G. Yet every year, the gifts leave us wanting – wanting more, wanting something different, something new.

H. If only there was a gift at Christmas that was different.  A Christmas gift that lasts and endures.

I. Wouldn’t it be great if there was a Christmas gift that could truly satisfy the deep longing of the human heart? Of your heart?

J. A gift that would make such an impression on your soul that your life could never be the same?

K. That would be a unique Christmas gift, wouldn’t it?

Isaiah the prophet makes a rather audacious claim in our text this morning.

A. He looks down the corridor of time – some 700-800 years in the future – and he sees a gift.

B. It’s a gift of grace and of love. And in these two verses (V6-7), Isaiah tells us about this gift.

C. He shows us the magnitude and beauty and wonder of this gift. He describes for us who this gift is and what this gift will be like. (Ex: I have four kids…..)

D. This is what Isaiah is doing for us in Isaiah 9:6. He paints us a picture of the gift and why the gift will be given.
Our focus this morning will be on this one verse, V6. (READ Isaiah 9:6-7a) What do we learn about this gift from Isaiah? We learn two things.

A. First, it is a gift of God. Not just a gift from God. This is the gift of God!

B. There is repetition on purpose here but Isaiah is not saying the same thing. The child is not ultimately the gift. Why? Because children are born all the time.

C. Only once in history has a son been given! The very son of God himself.

D. We need to hear this at Christmas. The gift isn’t just from God. The gift is God himself. This gift is God!

E. Ex: what did you get for Christmas. (a giant red candle, a wooden salad bowl?)

F. For everyone who has the eyes of faith to believe, to see a Savior beyond themselves, you can say “This Christmas, I get God!”

G. Jesus Christ is the greatest gift ever given. When you believe in him, you are born again. You go from death to life precisely because a son is given for you.

H. When you begin to unwrap this gift at Christmas, you don’t simply see a baby in 

a  manger. You see Jesus Christ, God himself!

This is why we Christians have good reasons to experience the wonder, the amazement, and the awe at Christmas.

A. Think about Mary. This poor peasant girl, not more than 13-14 years old.

B. Mary is an ordinary girl from a very ordinary town and one of the treasures we find in the Christmas story is that God loves to dwell and work in the ordinary.
C. To ordinary Mary, something extraordinary happens!

D. Ex: Luke 1, angel Gabriel tells Mary she has found favor with God. She will give birth to a child conceived by the Holy Spirit.

E. She’s trying to put the pieces together. Only God could make this happen!

F. One moment Mary is an ordinary peasant girl and the next moment she’s giving birth to the son of God!

G. God clearly has a big heart for ordinary people. (Ex: we tend to worship celebrities)

H. We are ordinary people slogging through life. The good news is that God has a long track record of using ordinary people to accomplish his extraordinary plans and purposes. 

I. He’s not looking for the pompous, the prideful or the elite. God has a big heart for ordinary people slogging their way through life. People like us.
J. If you know this morning, then God has a big heart for you.

At Christmas, God is giving the only gift that people like us will ever need.

A. The gift of salvation through the very son of God. Because at Christmas, a child is born.

B. Ray Ortlund: “God’s answer to everything that has ever terrorized us is a child.”

C. Ex: some form of terror, or fear, or concern, or anxiety is everywhere…

D. The point of Christmas – the power of Christmas – is that God’s answer to all that threatens us is a child. Because this child is the son of God.

E. So, one of the things we have to do at Christmas is to make the truth of Christmas personal.

F. You have to see that when Jesus Christ comes, this is a gift given for you! As the son of God, he has come to die for your sins.

G. Isaiah’s point here in chapter 9 is that the gift given at Christmas is not just a heartwarming story intended to give you warm fuzzies.

H. No, Isaiah says “Jesus Christ has come as a gift for you.” All that threatens your life today – God’s answer is a child.

I. You might think “why?” One word: Love. God loves you so much.

J. You may be tempted to say, “Why would Jesus come to die for my sins?” This is the beauty and power of the gospel. This is the love of God for you.

K. He wants to be in a relationship with you. He gave his son. For you. For us. A child is born. A son is given. He is the gift of God.

Isaiah continues to unwrap this gift for us. It is a gift of God. Second, it is a gift of glory. (READ 6b: And the government shall be upon his shoulder.)

A. This means that this baby born will be a king. And just not any king. The king of kings and Lord of lords! This baby is a king.

B. And the king has come to announce his kingdom. To proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

C. This baby will carry the weight of the universe on his shoulder. Jesus Christ carries the government of the world and the universe on his shoulder. 
D. You and I struggle to get through a single day!

E. Jesus comes as the King of glory! And as he grew and began to preach he proclaimed that anyone who has faith in him can enter his kingdom and truly live.

F. Jesus threw the door of God’s kingdom open wide. He says “you can be a co-heir with me, every spiritual blessing is yours in heaven if you believe in me by faith. Come, be royalty with me.”

G. Would you really say this Christmas “Thanks but no thanks. I’ll pass?”

H. You don’t want to be royalty with Christ? You don’t need to be forgiven of all your sins? You don’t have a need to be loved by the Father of the universe?

I. Are you really content to say, “I’ll just take the giant red candle and the wooden salad bowls?” That would be foolish.

J. The king beckons you to come to him this morning. This is why Christmas is such a big deal and why the angels shout “glory to God in the highest.”

K. The kingdom of God is opened to you. But the doors will not stay open forever. Jesus Christ will come again and the door will be shut. This is the age of grace, of undeserved access, this is the day of salvation.

L. When the King of glory returns, he is coming to oppose and judge all those who reject him. He will judge the living and the dead. Why? Because the government is on his shoulder. On him rests the power and authority and the glory of God.

M. It’s amazing that the king of the universe, this king of glory, came as a baby! (Ex: infants are absolutely dependent on their parents.).

N. This is how Jesus entered the world. As a baby. An infant. In great humility. Clothed in frail and helpless humanity. This was God’s plan.

And this king of glory Isaiah speaks about has descriptive and definitive and declarative names.
A. Ex: Conference nametags. (Hi, my name is Jeff)

B. Isaiah unwraps this gift. READ V6:(His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.)
C. Why wonderful? When you see Jesus for who he truly is, wonder fills your heart. No one has every truly seen Jesus Christ and been bored.
D. You might be thinking “I go to church regularly and sometimes I am a bit bored.”

E. I’m not talking about being tired or bored when you come to church. When you see Christ through the eyes of faith, you cannot help but be changed and transformed.

F. No one has ever set eyes of faith on Christ and remain unchanged. He is that beautiful and wonderful and glorious.

G. Ex: maybe you grew up in Christian home and heard this…

H. When you truly see Jesus Christ, you are forever changed! You will never see anyone more glorious, more loving, more powerful, more wise, more holy, or more sufficient.

I. And when you finally set eyes on him, you begin to see the everything else in the world for what it is – underwhelming. Because no one compares to him.

J. He is wonderful counselor! That means he is speaking to you this morning.

K. Ex: we listen to lots of counsel every day through podcasts, books etc…

L. Nothing compares to the wisdom found in the counsel of Jesus Christ.

M. The counsel of the world, the ways of the world, all lead in the same direction – ultimately to death.

N. The man or woman of faith says, “the counsel of Christ and the ways of Christ will never lead me astray and he is the only sure foundation upon which to build my life.”

This gift is Mighty God.

A. Ex: GCF Valley and preaching through Mark’s gospel.

B. Mark shows us exactly who Jesus is, his identity. When you are confronted with the many miracles of Jesus Christ, you come face to face with Almighty God.

C. Jesus cast out demons, forgives sins, calms storms. Who can do these things? Only God.

D. The single most powerful person to ever live is Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Mighty God. He is the gift at Christmas.

Jesus reveals the Everlasting Father.

A. Ex: false prophets claim Jesus was created when he was born.

B. No, he always existed as God. When he was born, he became man.

C. Jesus reveals to us the Everlasting Father. He comes in the pattern of the One who sent him.

D. I think the greatest reason people today are not helped by Jesus is because they don’t think they really need any help.

E. The moment we see our sins and come to a better understanding of our great need – that’s when we most need our Heavenly Father.

Finally, the gift this Christmas is a gift of peace. Jesus is called the Prince of Peace. Why?

A. At the very center and purpose of his mission in coming to earth was to bring peace between God and man.

B. Christmas makes no sense at all if we don’t understand this!

C. Ex: God is holy. Man is sinful. (Explain the gospel….)
D. Jesus came into the world as a gift to us and for us. He can relate to God perfectly because he is God. He took on human flesh, becoming like us, without every sinning.

E. The only person in all of history that can be a perfect mediator between a holy God and sinful man is Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.

F. He was born – to die for our sins – to bring us back to God.

G. We were once enemies of God. In Jesus Christ, we are now friends, children, adopted into his family.

H. Jesus bridges the gap. That is why he is Prince of Peace. That is why in Luke 2 the angels shout “peace to those with whom he is pleased.” That is the glory of the gospel. The gift of peace is here!

You are not here by accident this morning or happenstance. God is speaking to you. How will you respond to him?

A. You say, “I really like many things about Jesus….but I could do without his hard words….I’ll just take the parts of him I like and ignore the other parts.”

B. You can do that. People still do that. Many will do that this Christmas. But you don’t have to. And you will miss the real gift.
C. You can leave here changed, transformed by the grace of this Jesus that Isaiah describes. 

D. Repent – turn from yourself and your sins – and believe in Jesus Christ. Why settle for another mostly underwhelming Christmas?

E. Perhaps you believe what Isaiah says about Jesus. But you mostly live like it doesn’t matter at all.

F. Ex: If you thought I was God….

G. Faith – belief in God – is more than checking a few boxes on a theological exam. It is living your life based on those convictions.

H. If you actually believe in the true gift of Christmas, then it’s not just your Christmas that will change. You will change! Your life will change!

I. The good news this morning is that we do not need to settle for another underwhelming Christmas celebration with mostly underwhelming gifts. Why?

J. For to us a child is a born. For to us a son is given. And his name shall be called wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting father, prince of peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end.

